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represented in the happy reabsorption of a soul. It is not
hard to realize how this doctrine, the doctrine of Karma, does
provide some explanation of the evil of the world and all the
unevenness in human life. It also makes it clear why the
poor and the miserable should be left to cdree their own
weird'; they are but suffering for their misdeeds of a previous
life! To attempt to alter that might try and interfere with
the will of God. Those who belong to the high castes have
souls well on the way to Nirvana, i.e. to being absorbed.
They may have climbed to that position through many
weary aeons.

From the foregoing it will be realized how absolutely
important is an orthodox man's caste. It is life. Every low-
caste man, and through the ages the multiplications and
ramifications have been legion, has someone lower than he,
and all the brute creation. Each soul has some place on
one of the rungs of the eternal ladder that it must not
forfeit.

Now it is not too much to say that no Hindu can think
otherwise, unless he is convinced that the whole theory is
false, and has broken entirely away from the old tradition.
Certain associations of somewhat westernized Indians have
done so, such as the small and very emancipated members
of the Brahmo Samaj and the wider and more active Arya
Samaj.1 There are some fifteen million Brahmins and
about one hundred and thirty million high-caste folk in
India; there are sixty millions of the depressed classes, or
super-lowly original, at whose tail stand the millions of the
'untouchables'. It might be possible to say that while the
depressed classes are non-Aryan, the vast ground between
them and the twice-born high-caste folk is filled by the re-
putable descendants, early colonists, who mingled their blood
with earlier comers, and from many other sources that cannot
be traced. For it was a feature of this mystical Brahmin
haute direction that people joining the fold from later coloniza-
tions have been given a place in the warp and weft of the

1 Samaj means 'society' or 'association'.